90       LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Bottom Church so that the enemy shall be held in check there. This column should be kept under cover as much as possible, so as to avoid the fire of the enemy's batteries, and seek cover to all possible extent, consistently with a demonstration.
At the same time all our batteries should open on the centre of the enemy's line. As this movement if properly aimed should be (speedily) over, let the troops take nothing but their canteens filled and cartridge boxes. So much depends on your executive energy and skill that I forbear making other details the subject of an order.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, M aj. GenL Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. 9.50 A.M., Aug. list, 1864
Eon. E. M. STANTON, Sec. of War, WASHINGTON, D. C.
AN order has been sent here to assign the first five hundred (500) negro recruits to the 38th Regiment U. S. Col. Infantry, I do not know the reason for the order, but it is much more advantageous to the service that these recruits should be distributed among the several regiments rather than to fill one regiment up, and that the youngest one, at once to the maximum, and that with raw recruits. To distribute them among the regiments would give them a better chance to be mingled with drilled troops, and more advantageous to the service. Can I be permitted to assign these recruits according to my judgment? There have been but about one hundred (100) recruits yet.                BBNJ p
From General Butler
10 5 A.M.   Ed. Qrs., Aug. list, 1864
Major VAN VLEET, Q. M., NEW YORK CITY
ONE hundred and ten (110) shells were sent you to be forwarded to me on the 10th. We are waiting for them. I have not heard from them.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, M aj. Gen. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
Cmr POINT, 1 P.M., Aug. 21, 1864
THE enemy is evidently massing everything he can to drive our troops from the Weldon road. To do this he is undoubtedly leaving his intrenched lines almost to their own care. Have a